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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE LICENSING COMMITTEE HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBER, 
CIVIC OFFICES ANGEL STREET BRIDGEND CF31 4WB ON TUESDAY, 21 MAY 2019 AT 
09:30

Present

Councillor DRW Lewis – Chairperson 

PA Davies RM James B Jones G Thomas
AA Pucella JE Williams MJ Kearn A Hussain
TH Beedle

Apologies for Absence

JE Lewis and JR McCarthy

Officers:

Andrea Lee Senior Lawyer
Yvonne Witchell Team Manager Licensing
Daniel Cook Licensing Policy Officer
Michael Pitman Business & Administrative Apprentice

29. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None

30. APPOINTMENT OF LICENSING SUB - COMMITTEE(S) AND DELEGATIONS TO 
OFFICERS

The Team Manager Licensing presented a report which proposed the membership of 
the Licensing Committee Sub Committees following the Annual Meeting of Council 
2019.

She explained that the proposals were required to effectively discharge the functions of 
the authority in respect of general licensing applications, the majority of which related to 
taxi licensing. The range of functions could be found within the Councils Constitution in 
part 3.

She explained that at the Annual Meeting of Council on the 15th May, a report was 
received establishing the membership of the licensing Act 2003 Committee and the 
Licensing Committee.

The Team Manager Licensing therefore proposed that the Committee continued with the 
existing arrangements and approve the formation of the two panels sitting on a rota 
basis. 

The Team Manager Licensing advised Members of a recent query by a Member on the 
political balance of the Sub Committees but explained that there was no requirement for 
such on Sub Committees as the main Committee already adhered to the required 
political balance. 

RESOLVED: That the Committee:

(1) Approved the formation of the Sub Committees as below;
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Licensing Sub (A)
• Cllr D Lewis (Chairperson)
• Cllr T Beedle
• Cllr R Collins
• Cllr M Kearn
• Cllr D Owen
• Cllr A Pucella 
• Cllr J Williams

Licensing Sub (B)
• Cllr PA Davies (Vice Chairperson)
• Cllr RM James
• Cllr B Jones
• Cllr JE Lewis
• Cllr J McCarthy
• Cllr G Thomas
• Cllr A Hussain

(2) Continued with the existing arrangements of two panels sitting on a rota basis.

In the event that the Chair or Vice Chair were not able to attend their respective Sub 
Committee meeting, a Chairperson would be elected by those in attendance.

31. REVISED GUIDANCE ON DETERMINING THE SUITABILITY OF APPLICANTS AND 
LICENSEES IN THE HACKNEY AND PRIVATE HIRE TRADES

The Licensing Policy Officer presented a report which provided details of the revised 
guidance issued by the institute of licensing on determining the suitability of applicants 
and licensees in the hackney and private hire trades and sought approval to implement 
the guidance.

He stated that in April 2018, the Institute of Licensing (IOL) published a document titled 
‘Guidance on determining the suitability of applicants and licensees in the hackney and 
private hire trades’ (“The Guidance”) which was attached at Appendix A of the report. 

He explained that the content of the guidance was subject to widespread national 
consultation with stakeholders including Councillors, Licensing Officers, Lawyers, the 
Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Trades, Academics, the Probation Service and the 
Police. 

The Licensing Policy Officer explained that this policy will be adopted along the Shared 
Regulatory Services and that Bridgend would be the first Local Authority to do so. 

The Licensing Policy Officer referred Members to the recommendation at 9.1 of the 
report and welcomed any questions. 

A Member asked if there were any changes which related to how convictions were 
obtained by the Licensing Officers.

The Legal Officer explained that there would be no change and that the Disclosure and 
Baring Service (DBS) and Licence check through the DVLA would be the standard 
methods used. 

RESOLVED: That the Licensing Committee withdrew the current policy which related to 
the relevance of convictions and licensing of ex-offenders, and to adopt 
the new guidance ON determining the suitability of applicants and 
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licensees in the hackney and private hire trades attached at Appendix B 
for licence applications received after this meeting (not after 3 June 2019 
as detailed in the report)

32. URGENT ITEMS

None

The meeting closed at 09:50


